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OHN ELWES, EsQ. 


‘| MEMBER IN THREE SUCCESSIVE PARIAAMENTS 
| FOR BERKSHI RE; 


i | WITH 
| Singular anecdotes, Se. 


WRITTEN BY CAPTAIN TOPHAM. 


- Supposed to be the greatest instance of Penury that ever 
| existed. 
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TO WHICH 18 ADDED AN ACCOUNT OF HIS UNCLE, 
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: Who was more Penurious than his Nephew: 
| ALSO OF THAT 


EXTRAORDINARY SERVANT 


Of his, who dia more than a Dozen of the Servants of the 
rs present day 
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> THE LIFE OF 
always; and he wat, bes itt, the rough-rider of the ae two. 

He was introduced d this pei to ee whom, Pes 
_ point of appearance, hous e€ resem though e 
has often et this circumstance, neither the genius, 
the fortune, nor the character of Voltaire, ever seemed. to 
strike him as worthy of envy. 

Returning to England, after an shintens: of two or three 
years, he was to be introduc. d to his uncle ik howe 
. Elwes, Miips ater aka ng etStoke, in SugGli, the » 
fect picture of human penury perhis; 8 that évérexi: 
him the attempts :of saving money were so extraordinary, 

Mr. Elwes never quite xeached..them, even at the most co- 
vetous peried of his life. To this Sir Harvey Elwes he was to 
be the heir, and of course it was polic: to- please. him. On 

i“ aiteaatdipnd LS 2 : , fas) 

r. Elwes was at mae wees 
dressed “‘SWenipiiog tisrenen: 


to visit his uncle ; eects spethecas 

of miserable sati ; 

bidding ‘fait to rival itm im the en un 

rice. There the womlde--soting't uls!y 

on the fire, ome canon 

_ them, inveighing against | nee of 
when. Dadi shut in, they: ‘ould immediately ireti 

as Fong to ed;sa’ dight. Bett | a py Sh tie Be. 

Thé nephew, however,’ tad then: hat, indeed. 

| lost—a very extraordinary a ye candithis would. ht 
. an unpardonable offence: in the. oe nel 

was therefore obliged to: partake of ne, frat, ' 

country neighbour, and then rotarn to his ticle: ¥ 
nutive appetite, that quite‘e heart 
tleman. A partrid ba 

the whole Wusiness “and the 

‘while Sir Harvey: was ‘at: dinner, 


Sir Harvey was ‘@ most’ Silk r _ i te 
whié he ii 4 na, eda 
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in which was fifty guineas. But they well por he had auch 
more in the house, oni again tprantens eS vifhout he — 
CISCO VOR dp ap was: , 


-e the: salecnines of: seven.t 
yee packed up.in two, 
— which. for. ¢ 


lowe 
l 


‘some imply, 

ed him for, and 

advantage of. yous.t 

‘twenty minutes, for. your, caeape. 
shall prevent me from see, 

good as his scat : when 

the x man. 


ee ton fee [arvey sae an inst 
ite he was. given over or & consymp-— 
etwixt eighty and ninet ty yearsofage.. 
quaintances he ha it ad, they: wen 
was an occasiqnal club held at his.own yi agi 
| Stoligeen ; there. were. members of. it it two,; ig al bes 
himeef, Sit deme inc Od Ss Sir Jo Bamardis 
e reckoning to these congeni: souls was alw ays 
of investigation, As they. were one: day. “oo ® diffe m 
point, an odd fellow, who.was a member, called. out toa tend ; 
that was ponding For,Heaven’s sake, step. up stairs, an d as- 
sist lg ‘poor! . Here are. three barone nets, worth million of 
oneY; quarreling sbant a farsbing ing!” Shapes 
ir Harvey’s: ithe onl; $00 dg pped on. his. 
gramns eye. nt sora hs had long and ait 
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and to hig hei ego 


‘matrimoniall 
When he ae he ie te, sue] 
Stok toke. Someof , @ ths m Cc U Wit 


JOHN ELWES, ESQ. it 


Mr. Meggot, . who by wit was. ordered:to assume the: name 
° atid-arms of ‘Elwes. 2; ; Le Me SR. i 
Thus lived, and. thus died, the uncle of Mr. A 

pat the time ‘of his death, . Were; sup 


To the whole’of. a! cle’s property, Mr. E Wes § 
and it was-imagined; thathis brea wae tot att ‘time v: ons 
lym So cern irebte eas = 

en most religiously delivere or ages 3 afc 
niture was Rerwiiriag antique ares atonal mainte 


dinwbied scnialt the ay but with al duet podRony.. 
the gentlemen, who was a very indifferent shot, ry rin 
_ random, lodged two pellete k of Mr. Elwes, 
tices cones ae ~ shot ceuainiy A ave Pao Duzer & a 3 
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seis fants, are buted the: 
her. td one Naees ED Vw SE SyPeh y. 


‘London, and, dismal di pect mower 
jeroapchie adent oer dio, he ania 


arny sey wont ¥ , nt : 
‘Mr. Elwes beg: he 
till twelve,wht 


- (returned the father,) yoware a ever par 
3 nad av wae fetta: wl: ana astt as nib hs be dé 
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pir emhnovenmane nd rommene Sled mith bonds of pres 
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But ; Som hin, a8‘ only. obtained: from: his 
want..of knowla knowledge. soporiors . ai 


sty, hawe starved... hoe ate Ag stip Peeing: 
‘Net te avo of af high interest,alone. alonewere his ears: ears opens 
the makiug him : . presenta, or doing business for :hhisia: 
withont rewand, “were: little:snug allurements, which inthe 
hands of the needy, always ae him on.te a joan of ed 
A small wine mervhaut, who had these views, ern a 
ceptanee of some very fine wine; 9 ina chert-time ol 
the Ioan of-seven hundred pounds. . Oh 
to say, ‘It. was indeos.very fae rine; 
pounds. a: bottle,” .. 
 Thas .was there. a: refluxof some of sag weanith whioh 4 
was gradually denying himself: : 
in the penury.of Mr. Elwes, there 
like a judgment:from Heaven. ;. 
nteaty denied eee He 
London;: tert eripiosane 
in wes cloth 


had therefore. hen liged to: - 
recourse to. a the old-ches of Sir s dewrnlons from: whence. he had. . 
Psi ann 


for saving did. notiinterfere,, 
8,, and..very active: ser 
vices,: undertaken by Mar. Elwes: ‘He: would.go far and long: 
to serve those: who applied to him; and give, (however er strange 
. the word from-him,) give .himself‘great trouble. to; be of.use, . 
. Ciesecinstances:are gratifying ta seleat-—it is, ‘Plucking the: 
»weet-briar, and the rose from the: iberarinrtnipiccseiedeig . 
arden. ealerdbihoa iad Re ee 
When Mr: Elwes was atMascham, two very.s | 
ladies in his neighbourhood, bad, :for seme, neglect, 
the displeasure: of:the. apixitual court, “and were: arcatened | 
with immediate excommunication!” . The whele- b« 
the word they didnot perfectly.n had heard; - 
something shenhatunding innchneavend poten, and their. . 
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building, , 
extent. pte | one sd 

Portman Place and Portaian qui é ridi 

stables of the ageond uve of ife-guards, and 6 
numérous to nam: e, all r ‘out. of his ‘ wandicele <tandt tis 


ach of 8 { 
been laid out fn brioka aad moray 
ine extent of hs property in tly Yay 


ore prceee 3 hilosopher on fire ;": 
sme Well. | being consumed, he s¢ 
sure, * We pie the phat, ret 
never paid me, and I should no | 
ly in any, other way.” 

It was the oan ee 
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| ‘frequently he was’ tlie’ch 


Elwes: wast 


on the boards of St, S 
st 5 Me duyitig the ra 


Mr.’ Elwes was’ chosen 't 
parliaments: and le’ gat a 
mons about twelve Years. 
part of his conduct, ‘ ve 
self to be an independent ¢ 
‘Wishing for no post, de: 
lament, and being most p 
from all teniintattohs’ ay 
from the paths ot howler that a ministe 
ed to Mr. Elwes would hay! | ee 2 Of 10” ty 
from the privacy 


netance i, @ was | 
happy for some da dring that Lord Intende 
apply to the King to ‘make | im: yond Tene. would hia 
sorvived the being obliged to Roost a carria e, and thrée-c 


four servants ; all, Perhaps, better weep a etalon tar 


through every period of his li 
his character to be ought po 
live as other people did; 
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Re ; tay £ 
mons, “woul fd & ‘dumb. some: oratoms (0 on: b¢ 
Hotse. Time, However: atlen AUETCC 
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JOHN: ELWES;| ESQ. ag: 


Sit Joseph. Mawbey,); that may be; but there is a difference 
betwixt: getting: ix: and staying: in:. to preserve your p piace, 
you must! preserve your character;”: . The prdpricty of:the ob- 
— was fully justified by the event: for Mr. Fox has 
: ruined, by. the. aieed; ands Lo ‘North saved 

notiidag bat an impendhecat. Fee aes eee 

. The-probability: that thé abilities: ‘of Mri. Pitt would contri- 
bute to reseue his.c . fepn the odinm: which hadattended . 
it ander Lord: North \d-Mr. Fox, tusn¢d out/Mr. Hartley as 
well as Mr. Eves from the representation of Berkshire. ‘Mr. 
Hartley résigned his. hopes, not, without relugtancey.and Mr. 
Elwes, ‘was: terrified at once »by:the! expense, «His; unfortu-. 
_ nate patsimiony .was: certainly the thief: cause:of -his:quitting 
parliament; for stich was the opinion his. constituents: eilter- 
tained of his integrity, that avery small expense would-agains 
have :restored-him to his seat, - wily 

. Nearly at the-same time’ that Mr. Elwes lost his seat,he’ ‘aldo 
lost that famous servant of-all:work,,compared bens 
was indolence itself. He died as he was followinghis ma 
on @ hard-trétting ‘horse:inte Berkshire, ‘and~he)died?e 
and poor; for his yéarly:wageswere- not above: fixe pot 
and he had fasted thé whole day on which: he:expired, :: "The 
life of this extraordinary: domestic, certainly. verified a. saying. 
which Mr. Elwes often-used, which was this: |‘ Ifyou keep. 


one servant, your work is done; if you keep. two; your: work . 


is half doné; but if you keep three, you ro G0. it 
That there’ were very few kinds.of work which this pismo 
could ndét dd, may. be estimated by what he did; but:that. his. 
knowledge of how some thing ‘were done was —o al 
_ sive, may be taken from the: circy Wh 
the: Lower House carried: up their address to LRINg oF 
subject of the American Wer, ‘old: Thomas, ‘ie that Nene 
name of the fellow,) who had néver seen his master.do.any .. 
thing but-ride onthe: most: important occasions, ,imaginedihe - 
_ wasto ride ap to his Majesty: at St; James’s, and : : 
‘on horseback. « Aecordingly, he cleaned. up the-old- satidies;* — 
gave the horses a feed of:corn at his:own expense, and.at his 
own expense too, had:p:pitce of new ribband, aed infront of. ; 
one of the bridles; and all this that his master, might do: things 
handsomely; and like @ parliament man !: “But when he fount 
out how his: maste? ‘was’ to 6%)" saw. the; carria; b: Of; vie F 


Theme, soa aloe tn anrane Re main igh 
’ stables; rv ‘may: ¥F. might .. 
look abit.of a gentleman; | buthe wasso altered, nobody wot 


oh 359 i , 
; Amongst th the menioilals.of the: | , a 
Elwes, ' eo that: por did pan or putoeial 


__ shortly!after, the monoy:w 


25 THE LIFE ‘OF. 
membets.in general, by sitting on any: particular side of the’ 


house; but sat, as occasion presented itself, on either indis-. 


critminately.: ‘and voted: nfuch in the same‘manner. He never: 
rose once to speak, or delivered his sentiments farther than. 
hy his vote; and, in his attendance, he ‘was: always early and 
late: he never left it for dinner, : as he:had accustomed him- 
self tofasting sometimes for twenty-four hours in continuance. 
No maniever retired from the House of: Commons leaving it 
more loaded with obligations than lie did; ‘and they. were ob- 
ligations that were never cancelled. From the m1 eof 
bonds. since seen; it should’ appear, : that some mémbers ima- .. 
gined he was a.great public mon -lender, appointed by ‘go-. 
vernment:to.come into the House of Commotis, aml oblige the 


_ gentlemen: who might be ‘in-want of pecuniary aid.. When 


appligation was made for. the payment: of. these bonds—on 
moving that question, Mr. Elwes, stood single; ‘not amember | 
said“ Aye!” ‘and he died possessed. of proofs most: undenia- 


- ble, that, somehow or other, every man must pay for: coming 


into parliament; | | 
The: temptation of one‘ per'cent. more than: the’ funds: or’ 


landed property would 'give,-was. irresistible with: Mr. Elwes. , 


But, amongat:the: sums he thus injadicioasly ‘vested:in-other 
people’s hands, some stray, forlorn instances of feeling may 

be remembered, of which the following-is ‘an instance. When 
his‘son wag in the Guards; he was frequently in the habit of: 


. dining at the officers’:table there.» The politeness of his: man- 


ner rendered him: generally agreeable, ard in tine he became 
acquainted with-every officer in the corps. Amongst the rest, | 
was agentloman of tle name of ‘Tempest, whose good humour 
was almost proverbial. A: vaeancy happening ina majority, 
it feltte this:-gextloman to purchase; but as:money is not al- | 
wayste be got on landed propettyimmediately, it wasimagin- 
ed ‘that seme officer would have been obliged'to purchase over 
his head. ‘Myr. Ebwes hearing of the circumstance, sent him. ' 
the: money the next morning, without asking any security. 


‘He hail seen’ Captain ‘Tempest, and: liked his manners; and * 
he never once-afterwards talked to him-about the: payment of 


iti: Baton the death-of Captain "Tempest, which: happened | 
‘ia was an aet of liberalityin. Mr. Elwes which .ought to 
atone ‘for maiiy ofthis failings: Bat; behiold>the inequalities — 
witicl so‘strongly mark this human beingt Ma. Sparling, of 
veeivery active and ‘intelli mc unoncee for. the — 


county of Basex, “was once requested by: Mr. : tocaccom- « 
pany hinito Newmarket. Itwasaday inoneofthe-spring meet-_ 
ings which- was remarkably filted with: races; ‘andthey were — 
out fron? siX if the morning -tal- eight o’clock. in ‘the ¢vening, — 
Défore'they again set out for Home. © Mrv Elwes: in the-usaal 
way, would eat nothing; but Mr. Spurling was somewhat . 
wiser, and: wentddwn to Newmarketi’ Whemthey begamtbeir - 
joarney-home, tiolevenitg-was-growa verp dak; and old, 
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safe landed. on the plain,. Mr.-Sp ling th 
their escape. «© Aye,. Moen Fiwes,)}; 

ST i very right; te 
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Now ap pos 1 Mr Slwea: io withsts : 
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Re knew nothing, etuer aso: product, peoeped 

ave tami iy ‘and the ex; en tare Few ndre eth ny A 
would certait 4@2erpe id. 

where he was renee 
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here oe Be tian 


which Hae droite oon a ene, i hee 0se Te 
much; otherwise his secession tram. p tli nf 
‘be ‘Alttibuted tot is Cause, ; the 48 wekp 
~‘citing the ‘freehotdexs.  Thét pat in, which; 
‘before it, as ithurrie recess. 
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House of Commons; and he experienced a ple asure which, 


however trivial it may appear, .was no less satisfactory—that 


_of enjoying fire and candle at a general expense. For however 


rejectful he appeared.of ‘‘the good things of this life,” when. 
they were to come out of his own pocket, he by no means 
acted in the same manner when. those things were at the ex-- 
pense of any other person. He had an admirable taste inFrench 
dishes, at the table of another. No man had more judgment 
in French wines, when they did not come from his own wine 
merchant; and fie wag very nice in his appetite on the day he 


‘an aes} > ancciicenciein i Bie ees ene 
fe still, eeained some, fondness for play, and imagined he 
had no ginal aii at piquet. It was his ill-luck, however, one 
day, to meet Wi py kab the Mount Coff hig e,who 
thought, the same, and-on much better pat for after a 
contést of two.days and a night, in which Mr. Elwes continued 
with perseverance, he rose. the ldser.of a sum which he always 
endeavoured to-concéal, though there is reason tothink it was. 
not less than three thousand pounds. Some part of it was paid 
by a large draft on Messrs. Hoares, and was received very ear- 


ly the next morning, Thus. while, by every artof human morti- 
fication, he was-sava illing 


ang, shullin 8, sixpencés, and even pence, 


he would kick down, in one,moment the heap he had raised. 
At the close’ of the spring of 1785, he wished. again to visit, 
which he had not done for some years, his séat at Stoke. But. 
then the journey was.a most.serious object: the -famous old — 
servant was dead; all the horses that, remained with him were 
a couple of worn-out brood mares ;, and he himself was not in 
that vigor of body, im which he could ride sixty. or seventy” 
miles on the sustenance of two boiled eggs.. The mentionof a’ 
post-chaise would haye been a.crme. “He afford..a post- 
chaise, indeed!, Where was.le.to get the money!” would | 
have been his exclamation... .., .. ep tiale yay: 
Atlength he was carried into the country, as he was.carried 
into parliament, free of expense, by a gentleman who was cer- 
inly not quite so rich as Mr. Elwes. . When he reached his 
eat at Stoke, the. seat of more active scenes, of somewhat re- 
sembling hospitality, and where his fox-hounds_had spread. 
something like yivacity around, he remarked, ‘he had ex- 
pended a great deal of money once very foolishly; but that a 
man grew wiser by time.” 
The rooms of his seat.at Stoke, that were how much ont of 
repair, and would have all. fallen in but for his.son, who had 
resided there, he thought po expensively fumished, as worse 
things might havé done. ‘Ifa window was broken, there was 
to be no repair, but that of alittle brown. paper, or that of 
piecing in a bit of broken glass, which had at euKth been sone 
so froqugntlys MBL #9 ABD oer ite o tae Setcrned rs 
mathematician to say, what figure they described. To 
savé fire, he would walk about the ruins ofan old green-house, 
or sit with a servant in the kitchen. During the harvest, he 
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would amuse himself with | going into the fields to.glean the 
--eorn, onthe grounds..af his own tements; and they used, to 
Jeaveia little more than common, #0 please: the oldigentleman, 
swho.was as eager after it as any pauper in. the OSD. ci 
In:the advance of the season, Lis momning-esaployment was 
to -pick upany stray: chips, bones, or other things, te carry to 
psc fire, ima tits. packet; and he was one day suxprised by a 
eighbouring gentleman in the act:of pu down, with anne 
ae ulty,:a-crow’s nest for this parpese.. the gentleman 
<ouaiien why he gave ‘himeelf this trouble,. ‘Oh; we en 
oo he, itis really a shame that these CREALUTES 
‘Po but.see what waste they make!’ ile a 
His insatiable desire of saving ‘was now: bevome: unison, a 
systematic. He still rede about the country: on i: aot 
mares; but:then he rode her very 600 ‘en: the: 20 
turf adjoining the road, without putting himeelf to emane 
of shoes, as heobserved, “The. turf eapapeivenaoahor 3 


‘he oats a 
end of the dhe 
though some 
‘one e would | 


. the olf provision wes 
With’ this :diet, saprde cha 


‘kept p 
‘Sometimes 


yentl aid, i afiing property?” 
Sees ae pe whl pat B50 eee into ‘ 
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‘ Among traits so various, a theatrical anecdote may not be 
unamusiig. It was during: this period of. his being in. the 


‘country, that he first became acquainted with Mrs.Wells. The 


gallantry’ peculiar to the manners of the old court, led him to 
be Very attentive ‘and ‘ceremonious: to ther;.and:to the (last 
moment of his life; she remembered the:civilities which at times 
so ‘distinguished him; and paid’ him every: attention. to the 
latest day in which she saw him. . pal etsee ey sete eis ey 4 
As was natural, he would frequently talk to.her-about thea- 
tres;' and shé as naturally: made mention of those: present ta- 


tents which adorn the drama ‘of our day. She'concluded he 


had seen Mrs, Siddons?’' “No. '* Mrs. Jordan? No, Perhaps 
Mr. Kemble?’ No ; none of them. : It was probable then that 


. he must have seen the stage of his own times, and remem- 


beréd Mr. Garriek? © No; he had never séen-him., In short, 
he had ‘iever-been at a theatre at all bic: 6) oil oe 
“ But when he peturned again into.Suffolk; and exposed to 
continued observation,’ all his‘penury;: wher his. tenants saw 
in his appearanee, or style of ‘living, every thing-that was .in- 


ferior to their ewn; when hisneighbours at best could but smite 


at his: infirmities; and his very servants grew ashamed of the . 
meanness of their master; all that approached respectformerly 


‘paid ‘was now gone.’ And'a! gentleman,:-one day, inquiring 


of-the tenants,“ The poor ‘house'of the'parish!” ........ 
“Mr. Elwes' now denied himself every thing, except the com- 
mon necessaries of life; and;:indeed, it might have, admitted 
a doubt, whether or not, ‘if his: manors, his fish-ponds, - and 
grounds in his own’:hands, had not! furnished a.sustenance, 
where he had not any thing aetually tovbuy,; he, would. not, 
rather than have bought any thing, have'starved,; Heioneday, 
during’ this sont ‘dined ‘on the remaining part of..a moor- 
hen, which had been brought out ofthe river by a rat! ,and at 


* 


another,’ eat dn undigested part of a pike, which, a larger one 
had swallowed; but had not finished, and which. was taken in 
this state in a net! Atthe timé this last circumstances happen- 
ed, he discovered a strange kind of satisfaction ; for he said.to 
Captain Topham, who happened to be. present,'‘‘ Aye! this is 


which was the house’ of Mr. Elwes, was facetiously told by one 


- killing two‘birds with one stone! “Mr, Elwes, at this time, 


was perhaps worth nearly: 800,0001. and at this period had not 


of‘affeetidn for‘any: person... chica Ye : 


As he had now vested-the enormous savings of his property: 
in the funds, he felt: no diminution of.it. ....-.. .... 


Mr. Elwes sed 'the's i g of 1786 aloné, at. his, solitar ry ' 
housé sat teal ‘and had. it -not been. for some. little daily 
schemné of avatice, would have passed it;witbout one consola- 
tory moment. His teinper began to give way apace; his thoughts 
unceasingty’ ranvon money! money! money! .and he saw, no 
one but whon be imagined was deceiving and defrauding him. 
} eo. Bogs an, (PY eps pe 4 ee oy Pay i Ce 
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Asi in the day, he would not attow h any ‘fire, he went 
to bed as. S00 ‘as day “closed, to’ save é;' and had began 
to deny Than ere, the pleasii ré +é of ale ng'in sheets. ‘In 
short, he had ‘now iearly't brought to aé fax the moral of his 
whole life-—the : perfect ¥ Y of wealth fs" 

On rere s Fron St Stoke! he “wert to” his farmhouse: at 
Thaydon Ha a scene of: more ruin sind ¢ solation, if possible, 
than either o his “houses. in‘ Suffolk or Berkshire. It’ stood 
alone, of the borders of Eppin Forest aud ‘an old man and 
woman; his tenants, were the'or ont persons with whom he could 
hold ahy converse. ‘Here he fej ill; and, as he would have 
no-assistance, § d had not éven a servant, he lay unattended, 
and ering Ais btten, for nearly a fortnight, indulgitig,-even 
in death, t at avarice which malady ‘could: not subdue.* It 
was at this “pete he bégan to think of making his: will; feel- 

at i sons would not be’entitled by Taw to‘any 
erty should he‘die intéstate; and,’ on coming 
his last ops ‘elt oetainoat of which the 


THE WILt idl ret LATE ; JOHN ELWES, ‘ees: EXTRACTED 
FROM: sl REGISTRY OF THE PREROGATIVE Court 
OF CANTERBURY. 


xe Side 3a Bikk Lee 


“Ty THE yee o¥Gop; Awe FE; JOHN Piven of Stoke, VE 


in the connify of Suffolk, “Esquire, ‘do make and declare: this 


_ ments, farms, lands, tythes, 


writing tobe | my lust'will and testament, in manner following : 
(that is to. sa »} fi the first place, I direct that all my just debts, 
funeral and testamentary expences, be paid as soon as conve- " 
niently may be after my decease. | And I do give, devise, and 
bequeath,,all and ever ‘my réaf‘estates, messuages, or tene- : 
is, tythés, and heréditamrents, situate, stand- 
ing, lying? and being in the severat parishes oF places of Stoke, 
haydom. and Marcham, in the: counties of ‘Suffolk, Esséx, 
a eTks,. with all and every. the ‘barhs, stables, out-houses, 
buildings; and ‘appurtenances thereunto belonging ; and all — 
other my, real, estates whatsoever, and “wheresoever situate, 


‘standing, lying, or being, with their and every of their rights, 


members, and appurtenances;' and also all'and*évery my pér- | 
sonaf estate, £00 By" Lege "and: effects: whatsoever, and: of 
what nature, Send ‘org > ag or peers wer nee mre 
may be,.antomy son e Elwes, n Y 
wy ae in hiou oar farchans "tn the County of Berks, 
D Jtbn Elwes, late’ a  éuténatit i in his Majesty’s 


Second Troop of Horse ‘Guards,’ and usually residing at py 


wae 


mansion-honse at Stoke, in ‘te county of-Saffolk, ‘equa 
be divided’ between them, share and share alike ; to have’ : ndto 
hold all and. every vith ties real ie poviege Pencenpe hoo tad 
and wheresoever,, 


nances, thereu 
said sons, George Elwes an and Joh 
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-cutors, administrators, and. assigns, for evermare, equally to be 
_ divided between them as tenants in common. And I‘hereby 
direct, that the exeautors of this my will, do and shall, as 
,800n as. conveniently may pel ginal Bis |, Pay ‘all and evéry 


such legacies or bequests. as I may think fit to gi Ve to any per- 
_ son. whomsoever, by. any. codicil. or. PY per whiting in the na- 
_ture.of.a codicil, .or.testamentary .schedule, to be written or 


signed ‘by me, whether the same shall or shall-not be attested 
by any subscribing witness. And.I do nominate, constitute, 
—and.appoint my:said sons, George:-Elwes and John Elwes, exe- 
cutors of this my last will and testament; and hereby revok- 
ing all former wills, by me at.any time heretofore made, do 
__ make and declare this writing only as and for my last will and _ 
testament. Jn-witness whereof, I, the said John Elwes, have 
to this writing, contained in two. sheets of, paper, which I de- 
‘clare as and or my last will and testament, set my hand and 
seal, (that isto say,).my hand to each of the said sheets, and 
my hand -and seal to this last sheet, and to the label ‘by which 
they are affixed together, the sixth day of. ugust, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and sk sca | 
d DHN. Ewes. Kg 


“‘ Signed, sealed, published, and declared, ‘by tlie said John 
Elwes, as and for his last will and testament, in the presence of 
_ us, ‘who in his:presence, and in the ypresence of each other, 
and at his request, have subseribéd our pames as witnesses to 
__ the enerason thereof. | : FELIX BUCKLEY. 

, EDWARD TOPHAM. — - 
THOMAS INGRAHAM. Pe 


he property ‘nere disposed of may amount, ‘perhaps, to 
_ five hundred thousand paunda! Mee entailed estates fall to 
_ Mr. Timms, son of the late Richard Timms, Tasaetcaent Colo- 
' mel. of the Second Tzoo TH Home Guards 
The sons. named Mie Elwes in his wi will, tite his natural 

' children by Elizabeth Moren, formerly his ‘housekeeper at. 
_ Marcham, in Berkshire. 
| Shortly after. arses? his a). he. gave, by ie 7: attox- 
ney, the poser of ».FECE and paying 1s mMo- 
' mes into the zhands ‘of Mr Tngrahee, “his lawyer, and ‘his 
youngest son, John Prien = whe had been ‘his thief 
agents ‘for some: time. 
Nor wasithe pct by.any meansimproper. The'lapses of his 
| memory had-now becomerequent and, glaring. Alf recent oc- 
_currenceshe forgot entirely; and.as he never committed any 
thing to writing, the confusion he made was inexpressible. 
As an instance of this, the following anecdote may serve. He 
_ had ene ereping iven.a.draft pn Messrs. Hoares, ‘his bankers, 
_ for twenty, pounds; and baxing taken.it into ‘his heajl, during 

the nighé, , thehad. overdrawn his account, his anxiety was 
. Bnceasing,. itt and walking #bout his room with 
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that little. feverish. {iritation that. ys. ‘distingnished him, 
waited with the utmost. impatience | alneae oi 
on going to his banker, : with, an. apology: 7 Or, ithe. ‘great liberty 
he had aete he. was asanens. there. id peers his 

ave tn AM ands at. Ame, ; 
= bande d.pownds| 4 


cet 
si 


“ter security ; ; "and, he, was.so thet Berane SS 
- mise, ‘that in any appointment or meeting, 2 
he exceeded even military. exaginess, 

Mt. Elwes passed the summer of 1788, eats inn 4 
eck Street, without any other society than;that. of two, | 
servants: for he had now.given up the,expense of keepingjany . 
male domestic. ,. chief employment uged.t0 D » that ol.get- 
ting up early in. e. ua 4 ae faa sho. Manzyhbane 
“which were TERRES: 
o’clock in the.mo 
the workmen; an yas pe Or . 
before the Noor to scold them when: edly te dcome. The neigh- 
bours, who used to see him appear thus reguiar every I oa 
ing, and who concluded from, his. apparel, he was.one.q 
workmen, observed, ‘‘ there never. Was.s0..punc ral a , man 
‘the old carpenter!” "During: the whole, morning, he woatd co 
tinue to.run up. and: down, stairs, to. age the 
for an instant, with the same anxiety as if his wl 
ness in life had been. centered in the finishing, this 

gardless of the ‘greater. Loperty. he, had at, stake jn. various - 
laces, and for, ever, emp pyed in, the moinutice on! y of adfairs. 
ndeed, such was 0 Sy shan, this. hou: se, the rent of 
which was not above. fifty. a a year, | that if , brought ona 
fever, which nearly per a his. life. ee 
In the masculine and. unincumbered Same aie ‘Wir: ea 
there was every. thing. that. promised extre life, 
and he lived to above:; seventy years of: ut any natu- 
tacking bas well 


5e5.) 
ral disorder, a : 
served, ‘ 
burning,” ind such W: wes... R 
from thos¢ occasional pan anol whieh, hac 
gaged his attention, : money: was now his only. th 
rose upon money; upon! mene he. 
his ep sunk away m by degreesy! g,he : dwindled fron 
the real cares of, his preven, 9g 2 the pasty rile concealment of 
a few. guineas. This little store he woul fully wrap up 
in various papers, and depositing them in different comers, 


~ 
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‘Ht was at this Peco ll ew at seventy-six years old, that Mr. 
, 1, for the first time, some bodily infirmities 
’ from age. He now experienced occasional attacks frofn the 
gout; on which, with his usual perseverance, and with all his 
"accustomed antipathy to apothecaries and their bills, he.would 
sct out to: walk as far and as ‘fast as he could. ‘While he -was 
engaged‘m this painful mode of-cure, he higa ovine lost him- 
- self in the streets, the names of which ‘he ne Jonger remem- 
" ‘bered, atid -was as frequently brought ‘one érrang- 
' boy, -or stranger, of whom he had inquired his ay. On these 
occasions he would bow and ‘thank them ‘at the door, with 
| preat civility ; ‘but never indulged them with a sight of the 
“inside of the‘heuse. — eae ASiLieg kia tae 
. Daring the winter-of: 1789, the last winter Mr. Elwes was 
fated to sce, ‘his‘memory visibly ‘weakenéd every day: and 
from ‘his ‘uncéasing wish to segs he now: began to ap- 
‘prehend he should die in want of it. — - Gibson had'been ap- 
pointed his ‘builder’in-the room of Mr.:Adams ; and one day, 
when this gentleman waited on him, ‘he said, ‘with apparent 
concern, “‘ Sir, pray consider in-what a wretched state Tam; 
‘you 'see in what a good ‘house ‘F am living; and‘here are five 
guineas, whichis al Thave at present; and how 1 9 On ‘with 
such a sum of money, puzzles me to‘death. I dare gay, yon 
‘thought I was rich ;‘now you-see ‘how it is!” ee 
_ Inthe spring of this-year, Mr.-George’Elwes, his éldést son, 
tharricd a young lady, not less distinguished ‘for her.engaging 
manners than for her-beauty, “She was'a Miss Alt, of Noth. 
‘hamptonshire, and isthe god-daughter of Mr.’ astings. She 
‘is, ‘indeed, ‘a lady of-whomany father. might'be‘proud ; but 
pride, or even concern ‘in these ‘matters, were not passions 


be heard walking about different parts of 


- 


tkely pele ates Elwes; as‘a tircumistance which happened - 


a few. years before, in a-case-not dissimilar, will prove. 
Ween” George Elwes bad paid his addresses to a tiiece of Dr. 
‘Noeh of Oxford, who, ‘ofcourse, ‘thought it’ proper to wait 
‘or his father, to apprise’ him‘of ‘the circy star 4 
‘consent. Old Mr.-Elwes had-not the east objection. Doctor 
‘Noel was very happy to‘hear it, as a matriage between the 
young people tight be productive pf heppiiiess to. both, Mr. 
‘Elwes had not the ‘least objection to any ‘boty m 

ever. “‘ This ready acqtiescence is ‘so obliging, 
tor;) ‘but, doubtless, you feel forthe ‘mutual Wishes of the 
parties.” “I'dare say. I co,” replied ‘the’ old Sentleman. 
*« Then, sir, (said Doetor Noel,) you have ‘nog objection to an 
‘immediate union? ‘You see I'talk freely onthe subject.” The 


‘ 


5 i 


mstance, and ‘to ask - 


reid hy what. 
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old a ge no-.ol: jection . to any thing: “§ Now. then, 

' Sir, (observed Doctor Noel,) we have only: one thing to settle, “ 
and you are:so kind, theré.can be nao difficulty about the mat- 
ter; as I shall behave li pies niece—whatdoyoumean . 

to give:yourson?” “* Give!” : ers). sure I did not. 

» Say any pares. ~— giving! hn of you, wish it.so much, Iwill 


give my, consen 
The close: of ‘bis! life was still reserved for one. singular: ty 
- more, pay , will not-be held lar than all that — 
a has passed hefore: » when bis disposition and:his advanced. age . 


are considered. e gave away his nieotiouns he conceived 
the tender passion !. In plain terms, having been. accustomed | 
for some time-to.pass his hours, from-economy, » with the two. 
maid-servants inthe kitchen, one of them the art to in- 


had it not been ‘discovered, whet she would not have had 
the power over him to have made him marry her... : 
But.good fortune, and the pana of his friends, saved him. 7 
_ from this last act of madnegs;. in which ; perhaps, the pitiable 
infirmity of nature, weakened and worn ’ down by.age and per- - 
petual anxiety, is in some measure to. be called to account. 
At those:moments, when the.cares of money left him some- 
what.of ease, he bad.no domestic sctne of happines: 
he could fly, and therefore felt with more sensibili 
kindness.that might come, iam any quarter: and thus,. when 
- his two sons were absent, ha vag right ho inerested, 100, 
principle: made assiduous, one might be interested, too. 
) Ba erred gained: his attenti 
Mr. George Elwes having. settled by this. time. at his. seat at 
Marcham, he was naturally, desirous that, in the assiduities of 
his wife, his father might.at length. finda eomfortable home. 
In London: he ‘was; certainly most uncomfortable ; : but still, 


with these temptations before me ee y with. 
‘any cng seep : at ae 4 
. ever, was luckily.o Jp r, Partis, @ 


tleman of the nw 4 


re 
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He carried with him into Berkshire, five guineas and an 
half, and halfacrown. Lest the mention of this sam may ap-— 
pear singular, it should be said, that previous to his journey, 
he had carefully wrapped it up in various folds of paper, that 
no part of it might be lost. “On the arrival of. the old gentle.’ 
man, his son and his «ife, whose good temper might well be. 
expected to charm away. the irritations of avarice and age, did 
every thing they could to make the country a scene of quiet 
to him, But “he had that within” which baffled every effort 
of the kind. Ofhis heart it might be said, ‘‘ there was no peace, 
in Israel. His mind cast away upon the-vast and troubled 
ccocan of his property, extending beyond the bounds of his 
caiculation, returned to amuse itself with fetching and carrying 
about a few guineas, which in that ocean was indeedadfop. 
His very singular appetite, he retained till within a few 
days of his dissolution, and walked on foot twelve miles but 
a fortnight before he died. ' . 
The first symptoms of more immediate decay, was his ina- 
bility to enjoy his rest at night. Frequently would he be 
heard at midnight as if struggling with some one in his cham- 
ber, and crying out, “I will keep my money, I will; nobody 
shall rob me of my property!” On any one of the family go- 
tng into his room, he would start from his fever of anxiety, 
and hurry into bed, and seém unconscious of what had hap- 
pened.. At other times, when perfectly awake, he-would walz 
to the spot where he ‘had hidden his money to see ifit was safe, 
In the autumn of 1789, his: memory was gone entirely; his 
_ perception ‘of things was decreasing very rapidly; and as the 
mind became unsettled, gusts of the most violent passion 
usurped the place of his former command of temper. ~ For six 
weeks.previous to his death, he would go to rest in his clothes, 
as perfectly dressed as during the day: ‘He was one morn- 
ing found fast par dni oe the sheets, with his shoes on his 
feet, his stick in his hand, and an old torn hat on his head. 
~ On the 18th of Noveimber,.1789, he discovered signs of that 
utter and total’weakness, which carried ‘him to his grave tn 
eight days. On the evening of the first day he was conveyed 
to bed, from‘which he rose no more. His appetite was gone, 
He had but a faint recollection of any thing about him; and 
his last Coherent words were addressed to his son, Mr. John 
- Elwes, in hoping he had left him what he wished.- On the 
morning of the 26th of November, he expired without a sigh! 
- Thus died Mr. Elwes, the most perfect model of human pe- 
nury which has been presented to the public for a long series 
of years. — } ever : ia oe 
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